Trans-Himalayan, Ladakh 2013 RSVP February 18th
09 days – from June 14th Friday 6 pm to Sunday 12 am June 23rd– Full board
Tour leaders Arpit Chundawat and Staff
Boris Urs Fantechi, Motogiro.com

HIGHLIGHTS
o
o
o
o

Breathtaking landscapes
Bike trails on the legendary Royal Enfields 500cc – A class apart…
The highest motorable pass in the world on a bike at an altitude of 5600m / 18380ft.
Meet and greet the ladakhis – people known for their warm welcome

TRAVEL DIFFICULTY : HIGH
For experienced riders who are physically fit.
We mainly ride on small hilly, rocky and sandy tracks
and there is also a very high possibility of crossing
water streams.

ROYAL ENFIELD 500CC
Our motorcycles flee was updated recently: 11 Royal Enfield Classic 500cc 2012 and 16 Royal Enfield 500cc
Machismo’s bought in June 2010. The gear lever is on the left side with a 5 gearbox. Our Royal Enfield motorbikes are

equipped with a front disk brake, comfortable saddles and a « tailor made» fuel tank of 21 liters for our machismos
(very useful for Ladakh trips…).

ROYAL ENFIELD 500CC
Notre flotte se compose aujourd’hui de 16 Bullet Machismo modèles 2010, et 11 Classic EFI
modèles 2012. 5 vitesses avec sélecteur européen (pied gauche, première en bas). Monocylindre.
Selle confortable avec dossier. Les Machismo sont équipées d’un réservoir « maison » de 21 litres
(pratique au Ladakh et au Tibet…).

LOGISTIC
&
ORGANISATION
Your tour leader is an English speaking, experienced rider, who is familiar with
the area you visit. He is in charge of coordinating the support team (mechanic,
driver, helpers…) and makes sure that the group travels safely. The tour leader is
not a local guide, so, for your convenience, get your own guide book.
The entourage comprises of a tour leader and a well experienced mechanic.
A support van will accompany them, to carry personal and collective luggage, and
mechanical equipment. The van can also accommodate participants (who must be
registered with a pilot) if they choose to enjoy the ride in the comfort of a van.
To guarantee a safe and pleasant travel, we recommend a maximum of 17
participants, including riders and pillions. We are already 12 international
residents of Dehli participating so there are only 5 places left for
Motogiro participants! Deadline for bookings therefore February 18th
2013
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AT A GLANCE
You will have the opportunity of a lifetime to write your very own “Motorcycle
Diary” and live to tell the tale. A 9 day tour to a mystical land with 7 days of
adventurous, fun filled bike trails across the Himalayas. The trail takes us across
850 kms of isolated territory covered on the ever reliable Royal Enfield 500cc.
The trail spans the entire length and breadth of Himalayan region. From the south
to the north, from the green foothills of the Kullu valley to the desert valleys of
Ladakh on the Tibetan plateau. This trip is not for the faint hearted…Only for
those with a passion for adventure and a willingness to test their courage.
Manali is the departure and arrival point of the trip. Travellers will have the
chance to get themselves acquainted with the bikes with a beautiful trek across
the Kullu Valley. The valley lies in the south of the Himalayan range which is
dotted with steep mountains and pristine valleys full of quiet villages.
The journey in the direction of Ladakh involves travelling across the Rothang pass
(3900m). Ladakh which is ideally situated on the border of two worlds is
enchanting and at the same time mystical.
Leaving behind the devout Hindu cultures and traditions of the Indian
subcontinent, travellers will have the opportunity to soak up the sublime culture
of Buddhism. Ladhaki Buddhism predates that of its neighbour Tibet.
The roads leading to Ladakh are isolated and are cut off from the rest of the world for almost 9 months every year because of the
snowfalls. They also stretch 5000m into the north through winding passes.
We discover Ladakh as we ride through varying landscape, laden with oasis and mountain valleys.
We visit the enchanting capital city “Leh”, blessed with some of the world’s oldest and prestigious monasteries.
We then move on to Tibet, which is very close. The Changtang area, whose altitude (around 4500m) is too high for a sedentary
life, shelters only nomads, their yaks and their goats, as well as an amazing wild fauna. We meet them around the turquoise Tso
Moriri Lake and the Tso Kar Lake.
Return to Manali and Delhi.
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YOUR ITINERARY ON A MAP
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ITINERARY
(Subject to change)
14th June „13: Delhi – Manali (2000 m)
Arrival of London flight 9W121at 9:45am. Transfert to Claridges. Rest, refreshment, swimming
pool, sightseeing Dehli, meeting with the group. Departure for Manali at around 18h00 from
Claridges. Night in a comfortable bus with air conditioning.
15th June „13: Manali (2000 m)
Arrival to Manali in the morning. We get our first glimpse of the Royal Enfield 500cc . On bikes, we visit
the Kullu valley. Visit to the 10th century fort and Naggar temple. On the way back, we ride through
rustic villages with an exotic view.
Formerly known as Kulanthapitha, “the end of the liveable world”, Kullu valley is not only mythically known for its deities
living amongst the mortals, but also for its welcoming nature, its natural beauty, gardens and orchards and its famous
Hashish. Presently, Kullu is known as “Land of the Gods” as the valley is interspersed with numerous temples.
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16th June „13: Manali – Jispa (3350 m)

[7 H - 170 Km]

Its a great start ! We go up to the Kullu valley riding on endless zigzag tracks. Finally through
the Rothang La (3900 m), we pass the frontier between two worlds: we leave the Indian Sub
continent behind, and get ready to enter the divine Buddhist world on a spectacular slope
leading to Lahaul, a Diaspora of Buddhism and Hinduism. Crossing the Pattan valley, we reach
the very impressive Chandra valley. Visit to Triloknath temples. Overnight stay in a guest
house.
17th June „13: Jispa – Sarchu (4000 m)

[6 H - 100 Km]

We get back to the main valley and move north to visit some breathtaking gorges. We visit
some old monasteries locally known as “Gompas”. We go on to discover barren, almost
unpopulated landscapes. The road leads upwards in the direction of the Baracha La pass (4800
m), before entering a desolate valley. Camping in the mountian pastures of Sarchu.
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18th June „13: Sarchu – Tso Kar (4300 m)

[7H - 180 Km]

The road leads up to an impressive terrain and plunges into the deep and impressive gorges and
the desert of Pang Moore Plains. Our journey takes us on roads that are semi asphalt initially
and then we encounter dirt tracks towards Tso Kar Lake. The Tso Kar is a salt water lake
surrounded by unbelievable lunar scenery. Camping next to the Thukje village.
19th June „13 : Tso Kar – Tso Moriri (4500 m)

[3h - 70 Km]

Today we leave the unbelieveable lunar scenery of Tso Kar. We take a sandy rocky trail towards
Tso Moriri. Visit to Korzok village, one of the rare settlements of Rupshu, and its small
monastery. A ride or walk along the lake. A peek into the life of the Champa nomads. Stay
Overnight in fixed camp.
The Champas (nomads) live under their waterproof black tents made of yak wool. They live on their yaks, goats
and sheep and mostly earn their living by selling their wool. They go down to the valleys to trade for cereals,
materials, spices, sugar... In exchange, they bring salt, butter, cheese, meat, and their daily necessities. They
raise sheep and the world-famous wool from their goats called pashmina, which is then brought down to the
Kashmir valley, where it is woven and then sold across the world.
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20th June „13: Tso Moriri – Leh (3500 m)

[4/5 H - 110 Km]

After done camping on the shores, gleaming in its turquoise glory. We ride down the Indus
valley towards the Leh. We cross the bridge of Mahe and often encounter gorges. Picnic on the
white sand “beaches” of the Indus bank. This would be one of the most mazing rides of your
lifetime, riding along the indus river. A marvellous route to reach Leh. Evening in comfortable
guest house.
21st June „13: Leh – Khardung la (5600 m)- Leh (3500 m)

[8 H - 210 Km]

We go up to Khardung La pass on another labyrinthine route... The Khardung La is the highest
motorable pass of the world: 5600 m! The panorama of the Zanskar chain in the south and the
great Karakoram range in the north is magical. We retrace our routes to go back to Leh. This is
for the true and adventurous rider; the incomparable visit to Stock village, located on the other
side of the Indus, at the bottom of the Stock Kangri with a height of more than 6000 m. Night in
a guest house.

P age |7

22nd June „13: Leh – Delhi
Sadly, the adventure comes to an end and we get ready to go back to the urban chaotic life of
the city. Board the morning flight back to Delhi.

NB: Schedules of the stages are given as a rough guide. The itinerary is subject to change from
one year to the next depending on the natural state of the roads.
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SECURED JOURNEY WITH VINTAGE RIDES...
Traveling in the mountains through a remote area where some areas are uninhabitable
more than half the year. It may happen that bad weather disrupts the smooth running of
the program in summer.
Vintage Rides organized the best intangibles and offset program days with buffers and
alternative logistics.
But sometimes the conditions are such that certain roads are blocked or impassable,
compromising your return on time at the airport ...
Experience has shown that it is preferable to provide a flight a few days after the
scheduled return date ...
Continue your journey with vintage rides - If you desire to explore the serene bak waters
of Kerala or simply find a quick get away over the weekend…. Vintage Rides has some
perfect options for you.
Ask your travel advisor for more information!
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PRICES & SERVICES*
Special Price for 15 Riders

1’600 Euro for Riders
1’300 Euro for Pillion Riders
Refundable deposit for motorbike 300 Euro
Attention: Flights to Dehli and back must be
provided by the participant
Flight costs from Europe with Jet Airways
booked in January approx. 750 Euro. The
cost of June 14th Hotel Claridges brunch and
room has to be added, consider to spend 70
Euro.
Visas must be provided on time by the
participant. Apply for “Multiple Entry
Read carefully all conditions underneath.
Remember to apply at your Automobile
Touring Club the International Driving
Licence.
Standard hotels and camps
* Rates applicable for bookings before 30 Sept 2013.
Prices shown are subject to an inflation of 5- 7 % from 30Oct 2013

PRICES INCLUDE










Full mechanical assistance and basic spare parts.
Ground Transfers as planned in the private vehicle
programme
Single Airfare from Leh – Delhi.
Transfer by A.C volvo bus from Delhi to Manali
Truck transfers from Delhi to Leh and back to Delhi.
An english speaking tour leader and an expert
mechanic of Royal Enfield motorbikes.
Assistance from a local team : mechanic, cook, truck
driver, support vehicle driver, English speaking local
guide, assistants…
A support vehicle for groups of more than 6. Lateral
luggage racks for groups of smaller than 6.
Lodging : in standard hotels, guest houses or
camping, in double bed rooms on a twin sharing

PRICES DO NOT INCLUDE









Fuel charges for entire trip
Compulsory insurances, such as medical insurance
that covers you in case of a motorbike accident in
India – legal assistance.
Visa fees (if any)
Other insurances (not compulsory) for flight delays,
baggage claim, cancellation of trip.
A refundable security deposit of 20,000 INR for the
motorbikes, if taken from us.
Tips.
Drinks and personal expenses.
Entry charges to various monuments.
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basis.
If you wish to stay in a single room (extra charges
apply), please inform your travel advisor before you
register for the programme.
Meals: Full board meals.

EQUIPMENT FURNISHED BY VINTAGE RIDES:

MY Checklist

>Tents
> Foam mattresses
> Cooking equipment
The correct equipment is essential for a comfortable and safe journey!
Travel light: TRY TO PACK UNDER 45 LBS (20 KGS)

BAGS :

A sailor bag would be perfect, a backpack too (without steel bar). You can lock it if you want to.

Don’t forget to write your home address on it before leaving. Also add the Vintage Rides address in India.

A small backpack with a capacity of 30 kilos is advised for daily stuff such as camera, sun screen lotion
SLEEPING BAG:
 Very warm sleeping bag (-10, made for high altitude)
 Extra sheets if possible
 If you want to feel more comfortable you can bring your own foam mattress in addition to the one provided
CLOTHES
 Cloth trouser, shorts and swimming trunks
 Sports shoes, or trekking shoes and technical socks, must have high shafts in order to save ankles
 2 warm sweaters
 Sun glasses and motorcycle goggles for fog
 For women, sports undergarments are advised
 Sun hat and woolen hat
 A knife and a head torch like Petzl
 Some sweets and cereal bars
MOTORBIKE EQUIPMENT :
 Motorcycle boots are strongly advised for trekking
 Warm motorcycle jacket (leather or synthetic)
 A rain coat
Very important: your own helmet, gloves and sun
glasses

PERSONAL MEDICINE:
 Sun screen lotion
 Lip balm
 Broad-spectrum antibiotic
 Aspirin
 Anti diarrhea
 Medicines for altitude sickness
 Skin disinfectant
 Bandages for blisters

Need more information?
Boris Urs Fantechi, www.motogiro.com, Switzerland
boris@motogiro.com
+41 76 337 43 32
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